[Cardiac retrograde arterial catheterization in children under 2 years of age. Indications, techniques and complications].
Thirty children (15 males and 15 females) under 2 years of age (mean age 14 +/- 6 months, range 1 to 24 months, mean weight was 8.3 +/- 2.5 kg) underwent diagnostic cardiac percutaneous femoral arterial and venous catheterization for congenital heart disease. The anticoagulation with heparin was not given in any patient. Appropriate arterial sheath varying from 4F to 5F were used for catheterization. The mean duration of the exploration was 38 +/- 16 mn. The mean duration of the left heart exploration was 9.5 +/- 2.5 mn. There were no hemorrhagic or ischemic complications in this series.